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The Samaritan Version of Saadya Gaon’s

Translation of the Pentateuch
Critical Edition and Study of MS London BL OR7562
and Related MSS

Tamar Zewi, University of Haifa

This edition of MS London BL OR7562 and other related MSS, and the accompanying
linguistic and philological study, discuss a Samaritan adaptation of Saadya’s Judeo-
Arabic translation of the Pentateuch, its main characteristics and place among other
early Medieval Arabic Bible translations, viz., other versions of Saadya’s translation of
the Pentateuch, other Samaritan Arabic versions of the Pentateuch, and Christian and
Karaite Arabic Bible translations. The study analyses the various components of this
version, its transmission, its language, the extent to which the Samaritans adapted this
version of Saadya’s translation to their own version of the Hebrew Pentateuch, and their

possible motives in choosing it for their own use.

READERSHIP:
Scholars of Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic, Bible studies and translations, history of Samaritan
Christian and Jewish Rabbanite and Karaite relations in universities and colleges,

libraries, theological and other research institutions.

For more information see http://www.brill.com/products/reference-work/samaritan-

version-saadya-gaons-translation-pentateuch
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